
Stoker Reginald James Taylor, HM Trawler Brock, Royal Naval Patrol Service, LT/KX 99883 

Reginald James Taylor was born on 30 October 1918 at Newton 
Blossomville where his parents and grandparents had lived at Costers 
Pits Farm since at least 1890. He had at least five siblings, including 
Harry, Dorothy and Gwenn.  

Reginald’s parents were Harry and Ivy Maude Taylor (nee Glover). Harry 
(1892 -1963) was also born at Newton Blossomville. Sometime before 
WWII he was farming at Tinwick Farm along what is now the Three 
Shire Way in Lavendon parish. Kelly’s directory shows him working at 
Tinwick Farm in 1931&1935. His brother Cyril, (Reginald’s Uncle) was at 
Tinwick Farm in 1939 and at Park Farm (north of Castle Farm) 
previously. Tinwick Farm was sold in January 1941 and evacuated when 
the area became a practice bombing range during the war; both it and 
Park Farm have long been demolished with little evidence left now of 
their previous existence.  

It must be assumed that Reginald lived at Tinwick with his family prior to the War. John Lay recalls 
that Reginald worked at the butcher’s shop in Northampton Road, Lavendon, run by his father, Edgar 
Lay. John also recalls a story that Reginald and other shipmates met their death during WWII on a 
beach at or near Dover whilst playing a game of football. Seemingly the unlucky footballers were 
strafed or bombed by a German plane. John also recalled that a military memorial for Reginald was 
located in the churchyard at the village of Swineshead in north Bedfordshire where the family home 
was later located. There is also a small village war memorial set in the boundary wall nearby to the 
churchyard entrance that also contains the name of Reginald Taylor. 

The Swineshead memorial, which is located in the 
north-east corner of St Nicholas churchyard, 
provides some interesting clues surrounding 
Reginald’s war service; it records that Reginald was 
a Stoker on HM Trawler ‘Brock’ and that he died at 
age 21 on 21st August 1940. It also records that he 
was a member of the ‘R.N.P.S.’ – the Royal Naval 
Patrol Service. In practice a large number of 
trawlers, especially from the north-east fishing 
ports, were requisitioned and pressed into service 
with the Royal Navy at the start of the war. They 
were useful as coastal patrol vessels, and often 
armed or fitted out with listening and other 
devices to assist with anti-submarine work or for 
mine-sweeping. HMT ‘Brock’ was one such vessel. 

Interestingly, ‘Brock’ was launched in June 1914 at 
Middlesbrough and soon found itself requisitioned 
for service in the First World War. On 7 May 1915 
the Lusitania was torpedoed by a U-boat with the 
loss of 1,198 lives out of 1,959 passengers. ‘Brock’ 
was one of the first of several trawlers on the 
scene and managed to rescue 65 survivors and 

assist others. After WWI the trawler was returned to its owners at Fleetwood before once again 

Reginald James Taylor, 
circa 1931, at age 13 



being requisitioned for war service as a minesweeper equipped with a 6pdr gun. From 25 May 1940 
‘Brock’ was engaged in the evacuation of allied 
forces from Boulogne, Calais and Dunkirk in 
company with many other trawlers, and with river 
launches in tow. It is highly likely that Reginald 
Taylor saw service during this crucial evacuation, 
‘Operation Dynamo’. His Captain, Lt Henry 
Granlund, was awarded a DSC for service at this 
time. 

Sadly, less than three months after the Dunkirk 
evacuation, and with some irony, Reginald 
seemingly lost his life on an English beach and not 
a French beach where he had likely played a key 
part. The tale recalled by John Lay about the 
circumstances of Reginald’s death on 21 August 
has added credence given that two days earlier, on 
19 August, at least three other crew members of 
HMT ‘Brock’ were also known to have been killed: 
Seamen Arthur Hall from Lowestoft, Edward 
Gravells and also Norman Smith from Stornaway. 
Reginald’s death two days later suggests he may 
have died following serious wounding. 

Above: The village war memorial at Swineshead set in the boundary wall to St Nicholas 
Churchyard.  
Below: RN Patrol Service Vessel – HM Trawler “Brock” 
 



The extracts shown below from the Bedfordshire Times and Independent, dated 30th August 1940, 
record the family and funeral of Stoker Reginald James Taylor. Reginald Taylor’s parents, Harry and  
Ivy Taylor who died in 1963 and 1980 respectively were later buried in the grave beside their son 
Reginald. 
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