
Private Ivor Theodore Lawrence Robbins 30th Battalion Beds and Herts Regiment, No 5961417 
 

Ivor Robbins was born in 1921, the 
only son of Leonard Herbert 
Robbins and Florence May Biggs 
who married in 1919. Leonard, or 
Len as he was more generally 
known, was himself a veteran of 
WW1 having served from the very 
beginning as a driver with the 1st 
Field Squadron of the Royal 
Engineers. His son Ivor was 
baptised on 8th May 1921 by the 
Rev John Davies at St Michael’s 
Church. At that time Ivor’s father 
was a ‘lift manufacturer’ (heel 
maker) in the boot and shoe trade.  
 
The family lived at 73 High Street, 
Lavendon, at least during the war. 
Throughout the 1930s and 40s, 
contemporary newspaper accounts 
show that Len was evidently a 
generously spirited man who 
supported many local 
organisations including the Royal 
British Legion, the Old Folks and 
the Ambulance Brigade, etc, both 
in Lavendon and Olney. He was 
invariably the MC at a great variety 
of social and fundraising events.  
 
As a youngster, Ivor appears to 

have been a keen sportsman and footballer: the Bedfordshire Times & Independent of 4th January 
1935 records that he played as goalkeeper for the Buckinghamshire boys’ team at Southend and that 
this was the first time a Lavendon boy had represented his county. Prior to that, on 29th July 1932, 
Ivor was a participant in a grand sports day held at nearby Brayfield House.  
 
Following the outbreak of war, Ivor evidently enlisted with the Armed Forces and became a member 
of the 30th Battalion of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment. However, his death was 
recorded on 20th August 1943 at the age of 22 years. The cause of his death is not immediately 
apparent, but he was buried in his home village in the Lavendon cemetery, grave no. 161. His 
military headstone records “We Shall Remember Him As He Was. A Dear Son and a Good Brave Lad”. 
A notice of remembrance from his ‘proud and loving parents for a dear and only son’ appeared in 
the Beds Times & Independent two years later on 24th August 1945. 
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