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Melbourne Gammage was born on 10th 
April 1895 at Lavendon. His father was 
Joseph Gammage a Railway Worker and his 
mother was Mary Ann Crouch, a lacemaker. 
As a single man Joseph originally lived in 
Castle Road, but after he and Mary married 
in 1874 the pair lived with Mary’s parents, 
James and Caroline Crouch in Olney Road. 
Joseph and Mary later returned to Castle 
Road where Melbourne grew up as a child, 
together with his brothers and sister. 
 
Melbourne had three much older siblings: 
Albert Charles, Elizabeth and Horace. They 
were respectively 20, 18 and 10 years older 
than Melbourne. Both Albert and Elizabeth 
were originally in the boot-making trade. 
Horace was an Agricultural Labourer before 
being employed on the Midland Railway by 
1911 – as was his father, Joseph. Albert 
married Edith Annie Osborn in 1899, but 
sadly both she and their infant daughter 
died “after nearly twelve happy months” of 
marriage recorded on her gravestone in 
Lavendon cemetery. Albert later re-married 
and went on to work as a Gardener at the 
Baptist College in Regents Park, London. 
 

Melbourne is 
shown as being an 
unemployed Farm 
Labourer in 1911. 
On 16th November 
1915 Melbourne’s 
father died age 63 
years.  
 
Immediately 
following this 
event Melbourne 
became a member 
of the Lavendon 
Free Gardeners 
movement on 4th 
January 1916, 
where he is shown as 
being a Railway Porter. The Free Gardeners provided a form of local social insurance against ill 
health and unemployment which he may have felt necessary following his father’s recent death.  

Melbourne’s gravestone at Forenville Military Cemetery 

Castle Road where Melbourne Gammage grew up. 
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Meanwhile Melbourne had also enlisted in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion Oxford and Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry at Bletchley Barracks on 10th December 1915, No. 22396. Under the terms of his 

enlistment he spent one day 
in the colours and then 
immediately went into the 
Army Reserve. His mother 
was shown as his next-of-kin 
and according to his army 
papers he had been working 
as a ‘Goods Checker’, perhaps 
an aspect of his portering 
work. The fragments that 
remain of Melbourne’s 
enlistment papers (which like 
two-thirds of all such records 
were destroyed or badly 
damaged by fire in WW2) tell 
us that he was then aged 
20yrs and 9 months, 5ft 9¾ins 
tall and living in Castle Road, 
Lavendon. 
 
Melbourne was mobilised 
and posted on 27th January 
1916. He quickly seemed to 
have impressed his superiors 
because on 3rd March 1916 
he was promoted to Lance 
Corporal, albeit unpaid, but 
later approved on 1st June. He 
was again promoted to Acting 
Corporal on 29th August 
1916, approved on 20th 
January 1917. Melbourne 
was posted and transferred 
in April 1918 to the 1st 

Battalion Royal Berkshire 
Regiment, and subsequently 
promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant.  
 
Prior to Melbourne’s arrival 
with the 1st Battalion, the 
Berkshires had been involved 
with fighting at Miraumont 
and Oppy Wood in the first 
part of 1917. By 4th May the 
Battalion was down to two 
officers and 94 other ranks. It 
was subsequently restored to 

Above: A fragment of Melbourne’s Medical Record showing details 
taken at the time of his enlistment.  
Below: Cigarette packet silks for Melbourne’s two Regiments. 
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a complement of 38 officers and 694 other ranks by the end of August 1917. The Battalion was 
involved with further fighting in the first Battle of Cambrai in late November before returning to rear 
areas for much of the winter, spent in trenches. The Battalion was in reserve at Manancourt in late 
March 1918 when the German spring offensive commenced at about the time when Melbourne 
transferred to the Battalion. April to June were evidently relatively quiet months, but attacks began 
again in late August and the Germans started to retreat. The Battalion followed up with further 
attacks and participated in the second Battle of Cambrai, 8th-10th October 1918, continuing to incur 
heavy casualties overall during this final phase of the war.  
 
It was during this latter Battle that Sergeant Melbourne Gammage died on 8th October 1918, only a 
matter of weeks before the Armistice was signed on 11th November 1918. Melbourne was awarded 
the British War and Victory medals. 
 
As noted earlier Melbourne’s father, Joseph, never knew of his son’s service in WW1 which occurred 
after his death in 1915. His father’s gravestone with inscription is to be found in Lavendon Cemetery. 
Added to it is a further inscription in memory of his son Melbourne, as follows: 

 
Melbourne’s military 
gravestone is located in the 
Forenville Military Cemetery. 
The CWGC notes: 
 
“Forenville is a small village 5 
kilometres south-east of 
Cambrai. Forenville village 
was captured on 8 October 
1918. Forenville Military 
Cemetery was made by the 
Guards and 2nd Divisions 
between 10 and 20 October 
1918 and it contained 
originally 52 graves (of which 
19 belonged to the 1st Royal 
Berks). Forenville Military Cemetery contains 101 First World War burials.” 
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