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Frederick Thomas Bowyer (also called 
Fred or Freddie) was born early in 1896 at 
Cranfield in Bedfordshire. His father was 
Frederick Page Bowyer from West End, 
Stevington who in 1901 was living at 
Sherington with his second wife, Ellen 
Rebecca Redmond, a Pillow Lace Maker 
from Cranfield, whom he had married in 
1885. Frederick senior was a Rush Mat 
Maker like his own father. 
 
In 1901 Frederick junior was living with 
his family in Sherington together with a 
number of siblings. These included Annie 

Elizabeth, Albert George, Amelia Emily, Nellie and Elizabeth, all born at Cranfield. He also had two 
step-brothers and a step-sister: William, Frank Henry and Mary Elizabeth from his father’s first 
marriage to Rachel Hannah Bunker in 1876, but they had all left home before 1901. Sadly, 
Frederick’s half brother, Frank, was another casualty of the Great War and his story is included 
elsewhere. 
 
By 1911, the younger members of the Bowyer family had moved with their parents to live in Olney 
Road, Lavendon, where Frederick’s father continued to describe himself as a Matting Manufacturer. 
Overall, Frederick had a total of eight brothers and sisters from his parent’s second marriage 
because in addition to those listed above, Alice, Arthur and Alfred had been born between 1902 and 
1906 at Sherington. In Lavendon Frederick was to be found ‘helping with shoe work’ and his older 
sister Nellie was a lift (heel) maker. Both of them were working in a shoe factory, perhaps one of 
those known to be located within Lavendon itself. Frederick’s father died in early 1912. 
 
A few years later, in May 1915, Frederick enlisted at Bedford with the 7th Battalion of the 
Bedfordshire Regiment. It is easy to suppose that Frederick was anxious to make amends for the 
death of his step-brother, Frank, who had died only six months previously in the first battle of Ypres 
whilst serving with the Royal Fusiliers. Furthermore Frederick’s brother Albert George, who was 
seven years older than him, had already been invalided out of the Army with honours by January 
1915: 
 

 
The 7th Battalion of the Bedfordshire Regiment, or ‘The Shiney Seventh’ as it was called, was formed 
in Bedford in September 1914 following Lord Kitchener’s second call to arms. New recruits went into 
a period of training and they were joined by 1000 men transferred from the 6th Battalion. The 
Battalion departed for France and Flanders in July 1915 where it served continuously until its 
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disbandment in May 1918. Overall during the war, the 7th Battalion lost 830 men killed in action and 
another 7,000 were wounded or taken prisoner.  
 
Seemingly Frederick joined the Battalion in France in June 1916 following initial training. He would 
have been involved in a series of significant battles or supporting actions. For the 7th Battalion these 
included in 1916 the Battles of the Somme and the Battle of Thiepval; in 1917 various operations on 
the Ancre and the capture of Irles, the storming of Achiet-le-Grand, the Battles of Arras and the third 
Battle of Ypres. In the beginning of 1918 the Battalion was heavily engaged in further Battles of the 
Somme including the Battle of St Quentin in March, the Battle of the Avre in April and finally an 
action at Villers-Bretonneux on 24th April 1918. It appears that that Private Frederick Bowyer was 
killed during this last action whilst the Battalion was involved in supporting Australian forces in a 
successful attempt to recapture the village. On that day 13 Other Ranks were killed, 105 wounded 
and 70 missing. 
 
This action was concluded shortly before the disbandment of the 7th Battalion and its merger into 
the 2nd Battalion during the following month of May. It is ironic that that Frederick should survive 
some of the heaviest fighting throughout France and Flanders in a series of actions through much of 
the Great War, only to be killed in one of the last significant actions involving his 7th Battalion.  
 
Frederick Bowyer’s name is recorded on Panels 28/29 of the Pozieres memorial indicating that he 
had no known burial place and was therefore probably one of the 70 missing on that fateful day.  

 
 
 
 
Above: An extract from the 
National Roll recording Frederick 
Bowyer’s demise. 
 
Right: Frederick was awarded the 
British War and Victory medals – 
his own medals are shown here 
together with (below) the 
notification given to his Mother, 
Ellen Bowyer, still living in Olney 
Road. 
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Right: “The POZIERES 
MEMORIAL relates to the 

period of crisis in March and 
April 1918 when the Allied 

Fifth Army was driven back by 
overwhelming numbers across 

the former Somme 
battlefields, and the months 

that followed before the 
Advance to Victory, which 
began on 8 August 1918.”  

(CWGC) 
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Above: The so-called ‘Death Penny’ awarded following Frederick’s wartime sacrifice. 
 

 
           
 
 
 
 
 


