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Charles Edward Green was born in early 1896 in 
Lavendon. His parents, James Joseph Green and 
Elizabeth Panter, were married in late 1889. 
They too were born in Lavendon, in 1862 and 
1872 respectively. Charles was seemingly an 
only son but had a sister, (Eva) May, who was 5 
years older than him and likewise born in 
Lavendon. 
 
Charles’ father was an Agricultural Labourer in 
1871 at the tender age of 9 years. In 1881 he 
was labouring in an Iron Foundry whilst 
boarding in Hardingstone, Northampton. He 
subsequently returned to farm work, living 
firstly in Castle Road, then on the High Street, 
before moving later to Northampton Road. Like 
many women in Lavendon, Elizabeth was a 
Lacemaker. She had previously lived at the so-
called Dust Yard in the cottages adjoining the 
Horseshoe Inn.  
 
In 1911 Charles was a Farm Labourer. His sister 
May was a ‘lift’ or heel maker in a boot factory 
and his father was a Horsekeeper on a farm. The 

family was then living in Northampton Road. 
 
At some point – it is unclear precisely when - Charles joined 
the 2nd Battalion of the Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry. Curiously he enlisted at Irchester in 
Northamptonshire; perhaps before the start of the War he 
had gained employment nearby in the boot and shoe industry. 
Another possibility is that he had ‘teamed up’ with his second 
cousins, Thomas Charles and Sidney Charles, both born in 
Lavendon, who before the War are known to have lived in 
Wollaston and Rushden, both closeby to Irchester. Sadly these 
two cousins also perished in the Great War. 
 
The 2nd Battalion OBLI was among the first units to arrive in 
France in August 1914 as part of the British Expeditionary 
Force. In 1914 the Battalion saw fierce fighting at Mons and in 
the 1st Battle of Ypres; in 1915 the Battalion participated in 
various actions including the Battle of Festubert where it lost 
almost 400 men, and in 1916 took part in the Battle of the 
Somme.  
 
In March 1917 the Battalion moved away from the Somme and participated in the Arras Offensive. 
From 11 April it was involved in the Battle of Arras and on 28-29 April the Battle of Arleux when it 
sustained over 200 casualties. It is very likely that Charles received his fatal wounds in this last 
battle. He died on 1st May 1917 and was buried in the military cemetery at Etaples south of 
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Boulogne in Grave XIX. N. 1. This cemetery location (and a covering document to his Will) suggests 
that he was initially severely wounded and then evacuated from the battlefield: 

 
During the First World War, the area around Etaples was the scene of immense concentrations of 
Commonwealth reinforcement camps and hospitals. It was remote from attack, except from aircraft, and 
accessible by railway from both the northern or the southern battlefields. In 1917, 100,000 troops were 
camped among the sand dunes and the hospitals, which included eleven general, one stationary, four 
Red Cross hospitals and a convalescent depot, that could deal with 22,000 wounded or sick. – CWGC 
 

Given the above, it is not surprising that Etaples is the largest CWGC cemetery in France and 
contains 10,771 Commonwealth burials of the First World War dating from May 1915. It was 
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens.  

For his service and sacrifice in the Great War, Charles’ parents received his award of the British and 
Victory medals.  

 

Above: Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. 

Below: Entry from the cemetery register. 
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