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Everet Freeman was born in early 1887 at Lavendon. His 
parents were Thomas Freeman, a native of Lavendon, 
and Elizabeth Ann Kilpin who came from Stoke 
Goldington. Thomas was variously occupied over the 
years as a Corn Miller’s Labourer, an Agricultural 
Labourer, Horse Keeper on a farm, or simply a Farm 
Labourer. Elizabeth was a Lace Maker.  
 
Thomas and Elizabeth were married in the spring of 
1869 and in due course they had a large family – the 
1911 census shows that by then they had had 16 
children of which only 9 were still alive. Everet was 
seemingly the second youngest of the family. He spent 
his childhood living in the cottages adjoining the Horse 
Shoe Inn that were demolished in the late 1930s – see 
his brother Arthur’s notes and those of his nephew, 
Charles Freeman, both of whom also died in the Great 
War. 
 
In 1901 at age 14 Everet was working as a Farm 
Labourer, but a few years later he enlisted with the 
Colours and embarked on what at the time may have 
seemed like a great adventure. In the 1911 census 
Everet is recorded as being in India as a Private age 24 
with the 1st Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. 
In August 1914 the 1st Battalion was stationed at 
Ahmednagar in the state of Maharashtra, India. The 
Battalion had been in India since 1903.  
 
Following the outbreak of war and Turkey’s entry into it 
in October 1914, the Battalion deployed to 
Mesopotania (now Iraq) in the following month with 
the aim of protecting British oil interests. As part of a 
larger Division including Indian soldiers, the Battalion 
was to be involved in a campaign against the Ottoman 
forces. This included a march on Kut-al-Amara where 
fierce fighting took place resulting in a retreat by the 
Ottomans and the capture of the garrison town in late 

September 1915. 
 
Two months later the Battalion participated in the Battle of Ctesiphon (22-26 November) as part of a 
move to capture Baghdad. This resulted in an Allied defeat by the Ottomans who by then had been 
reinforced by 30,000 men. More than half of the 8,500 Allied soldiers who fought in the battle were 
either killed or wounded and the Division retreated back to Kut-al-Amara in early December 1915. 
The town was immediately besieged and there were heavy casualties on both sides.  
 
By April 1916 supplies were low and sickness in the defending forces was prevalent. A ceasefire was 
negotiated and the Division surrendered to the Ottomans, including some 300 men of the 1st 
Battalion. Many of the British and Indian prisoners were taken away from Kut-al-Amara and 
subsequently badly maltreated by the Ottomans, including medical deprivation and starvation. Of 
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the 11,500 British and Indian men who left Kut-al-Amara with their captors on 6 May 1916 it is 
estimated that 4,250 died either on their way to captivity or in the camps that awaited them. Not 
surprisingly the humiliation of the Allied forces greatly shocked the British people at home and a 
parliamentary committee of enquiry ensued. Under renewed command, other British troops did 
eventually capture Baghdad early in the following year.  
 
It must be presumed that Everet Freeman was one of the casualties following imprisonment; he died 
on 30 June 1916, only a matter of weeks after the remnants of the 1st Battalion left Kut-al-Amara - a 
sad end to what might have seemed a great adventure for a country boy, first travelling to India well 

before the outbreak of war.  
 
Everet’s name is recorded on the Basra 
memorial originally erected in the city of 
Basra. The Basra memorial is now located 
32 kilometres along the road to 
Nasiriyah, in the middle of what was a 
major battleground during the first Gulf 
War.   
 
“The memorial was dismantled and re-
erected in the Desert by Saddam 
Hussein's regime. The panels were poorly 
fitted and in some cases have now been 
destroyed. Many names are obscured by 

cement or damaged.”   
- The War Graves Photographic Project 

 
 

For his sacrifice 
Everet was awarded 
the 1915 Star and 
the Victory and 
British War medals. 
 
Sadly, Everet’s 
brother, Arthur 
Freeman, had 
already been killed in 
July 1915 in the 
Great War and his 
nephew, Charles 
Freeman, was also to 
die a few months 
later in September 
1916.  
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